
 

 

St Michael and All Angels Parish Church of Witton Gilbert & Sacriston 

The PCC met, via Zoom, at 5pm on Wednesday 6th January 2021 

 Actions 

Those Present: Revd Michael Peers (MP), Pat Bainbridge (PB), Churchwarden; Noel 
Dixon (ND), Treasurer; Steve Ellis (SE); Penny Minney (PM), Alan Suggate (AS); 
Jenny Tinkler (JT), Churchwarden; Phil Watson (PW); David Wilcox (DW), Sec. 

 

 

1. Apologies:  None 
 

 

2. Prayers: 
Prayers were said by MP 
 

 

3. Single Item Agenda 
 
MP stated that during the two previous ‘lockdowns’ churches were not 
permitted to open however, following 'lockdown #3' commencing 5th January 
2021, churches are permitted to hold acts of Worship. The PCC met to discuss 
whether St. Michael and All Angels Church should remain open. 
 
A discussion took place with each member expressing their own views on the 
matter.  A brief account follows: 
 
SE felt it was sensible to close, due to the transmissibility of the new variant. 
There are a lot of people shielding. 
 
DW stated that it’s a huge responsibility that we have to protect our 
congregation. Whilst we have managed so far, the new variant is more 
contagious. The age profile of the congregation is that most are over 70 and 
quoted PM, whose intercessions he read due to PM shielding.  He would 
recommend closing church and review again in the future. 
 
ND although the guidelines say we can open, it also recommends that we 
stay at home, particularly for the over 70's.  Some of the congregation would 
feel obliged to come to church if it was open and they shouldn't.  ND also asked 
where did Revd Caroline get the idea, we agreed to remain open?  ND stated 
that if vaccination targets are met, then the highest vulnerable groups should 
be immunised by mid- Feb. 
 
PW agreed with previous comments and stated we have a responsibility to 
congregation. We have done a good job done so far. We should set review date. 
 
AMS was very much in favour of church remaining open but notes that 
greater transmissibility of the virus is a problem – he is in two minds.  If PCC feel 
that it’s too risky then he would agree to closure.  He himself is well over 80 so 
should be mindful of the guidance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

JT agrees with comments previously stated.  JT went on to say, whilst the 
Sunday Eucharist is a focal point of the week for many, the risks are too great 
and it’s the right thing to close church. 
 
PB agrees and states that as well as the congregation, we must consider the 
clergy as well – citing Bill & Rhonda who are shielding at present. 
 
PM gave her thanks to DW for ensuring that the church was safe but agreed 
to closing as the new variant is more virulent. 
 
MP agreed that St Michael’s had been a safe place to worship but the 
difference now is that it’s the transmissibility of the new variant.  MP confirmed 
that the Team Rector would have to request suspension of services from the 
Bishop of Durham. 
 
The following motion was therefore proposed: 
 
The Team Rector and the parochial church council of Witton Gilbert and 
Sacriston acting jointly authorise dispensing with the reading of Morning and 
Evening Prayer as required by Canon B 11 and the celebration of the Holy 
Communion as required by Canon B 14 with immediate effect until Feb 14th, 
with a review on Feb 1st 2021. 
The reason for the dispensation is that in the light of the Government’s guidance 
on preventing the spread of Coronavirus, there is no church in the benefice 
which can be used safely for public worship on those occasions. 
 
 The motion was carried unanimously. 

 

A number of actions were raised as a result of the above decision: 
 
JT to send her weekly email out making it clear that the decision to suspend 

worship has been taken in the interests of the congregation - ND.  There is 
no weekly Pewsheet (Team administrator furloughed – SE) so the prayer list 
to be continued throughout this period via JT’s weekly email – ND. 

 
PB to put a Notice on the Lychgate advising of the suspension of services – PM 
 
DW to update the church website and provide the link on the Witton Gilbert 

Village Facebook page. 
 

 
 

JT 
 
 
 
 

PB 
 

DW 

 
The meeting closed at 5:30pm.  Next PCC meeting, via Zoom, scheduled for 6pm 

Wednesday 13th January 2021. 

 
 
 
 

 

Signed …………………………………….. (Chair)                                                         Date ……………………………….  


