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This week there has been a flurry of activity across the Team as 
Churchwardens begin to fill in Risk Assessment Forms, working parties 
like the one pictured above, spring into action, and everyone rushes 
around to find the best place to buy hand sanitisers and masking tape!


There are health and safety notices to be printed off, hymn books and 
kneelers to be put away, children’s play areas to be removed or cordoned 
off, and new cleaning rota’s to be organised, as well as ‘sign in sheets’ for 
everyone attending a church service. This is church, but not as we know 
it!


So what can we expect when we finally attend a church service on a 
Sunday morning? The first service will be an act of Morning Worship 
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In churches across 
Durham North Team 
working parties have 
been doing their bit to 
get their churches 
ready for re-opening  

These folk are from St 
Cuthbert’s Church
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lasting about 30 minutes. This is so that we can 
make sure that the systems we have got in place  
are working well, that people get used to the 
new seating arrangements, and so that we can 
iron out any teething problems. Once we are 
confident that we have got our systems and 
planning right, we will move onto the next phase 
which is introducing Holy Communion, for some 
churches that will be the following week, for 
others a bit longer. We will continue to timetable 
one Sunday a month as Morning Worship (which 
we were doing before lockdown)


The new norm (once it is established) will be a 
said service of Holy Communion, with music 
from an organ or CD to listen to. When you enter 
church you will be invited to wash your hands 
and sign in (a record of attendance needs to be 
kept for 21 days for tracing purposes) Your 
collection will be put in the plate at the back of 
church (as it is not allowed to be passed round) 
The Peace will be a ‘non-contact sport!’ 
Communion will be in the form of bread only, 
and the wafer will be dropped (not placed) onto 
your hand! Face masks don’t have to be worn, but where seating is at less than 2m distancing 
(which is allowed if the building is small) it is advised that they are worn.


The following churches will be opening on July 12th for Morning Worship.


Esh at 9.00am, Witton Gilbert at 9.15am, St. 
Aidan’s at 9.15am and St Cuthbert’s at 
11.00am


Langley Park, Kimblesworth and Newton 
Hall are looking at Aug/Sept for start dates.


Reflecting on our return to church, I 
wondered if this offers a helpful opportunity 
to look at changing the times of our 
services? Many people struggle with early 

morning starts. Would an afternoon or evening service be a better option? 
Is this something we should think about now that our normal routine is no 
longer normal?


And what about those who can’t return to church or who aren’t yet ready 
to do so? We will continue to provide weekly Team Worship at Ten on-line 
services and the Team News, so that no-one feels left behind.
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We are all going to 
have to getting used 
to seeing marking 
tape on the floor of 
our churches, and 
using hand sanitisers 
when we enter the 
building.

Let the favour of 
the Lord God be 
upon us and 
prosper the work 
of our hands. 

Psalm 90:v17
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