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Welcome to another aspect of the ‘new normal’


The government has announced that from Monday 27th July, the wearing 
of face masks in shops will be mandatory. Michael Peers and I discussed 
this issue at a staff meeting on Monday and have taken the decision that 
from next Sunday we will follow the advice of the government in our 
churches. The primary reason for this is to provide another level of re-
assurance and safety to those who are worshipping in our churches on a 
Sunday morning, it also means that if needed, we have the flexibility to 
reduce social distancing in some pews from 2m to 1.5m (although we 
have no plans to do so at present)
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The wearing of face 
masks across 
churches in the Team 
will become 
mandatory from 26th 
July
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Clergy will not wear masks during the service (as 
they will be socially distanced, and their faces 
need to be seen for those who rely on lip 
reading) but they will wear masks whilst 
administering the sacrament.


Masks for everyone, also removes the moral 
dilemma of ‘will I? won’t I? should I?’ And leaves 
us all free to focus on the one thing that matters, 
and that is our relationship with the living God.


Four of the seven churches in the Team have 
now re-opened for worship and the experience 
has been a positive one for all concerned ‘it was 
more uplifting than I thought it would be’ ‘I felt 
safe’ ‘It was great to see everyone again’ 
‘everything was so well organised’


We still haven’t worked out a system for 
attendance, and don’t have the capacity to set 
up a proper booking system yet, but we are 
asking those who attend to let us know if they 
will be there the following week, and that gives 
us an idea about capacity. It will certainly be 
helpful if, on your first week back at church, you 
could let the churchwarden’s know in advance, so they can make sure 
you have a seat.


Paul (our Team Administrator) returned to 
work this week, and that means the re-
introduction of the weekly sheet and the 
rota. We also have two church funerals in 
the pipeline (at Witton Gilbert and St 
Aidan’s) Paul is contacting people to re-
book their baptisms, and as well as a 
maximum number of 30 guests, the parents 
have to hold the baby when it is baptised 
(not the priest) I will miss that special 
moment when I hold the baby up high, and 

present the newly baptised to the congregation. It’s another example of 
‘the new normal’ that we are all adapting to.


It is very difficult to predict what the future pattern of worship will look like, 
but I can imagine (especially in larger congregations) that some people will 
go to church one week, and join in on-line the next. We shall see...


With much love and continued prayers for you all, Caroline.
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These beautiful lilies 
have recently come 
into bloom in our front 
garden, I pray that like 
these lilies, we may 
open ourselves up to 
God’s warmth and 
light, and allow our 
inner beauty to be 
revealed, so we can 
bring joy and beauty 
into our churches and 
communities.

Rejoice in the 
Lord always, and 
bring everything 
to God in prayer. 

Philippians 4:4
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