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TEAM NEWS 
Holy Week and Easter 

Dear Friends in Christ,

What a difference another week in 
lockdown has made!
After the initial shock and 
disorientation, I think most of us are 
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beginning to settle into a 
bit of a routine, and I’m 
pleased to hear that 
people continue to phone 
one another to check up 
on them. As I have rung 
around folk I have been 
struck that it is those who 
are used to living alone 
that in some ways are 
finding it the hardest e.g

‘I thought I was coping 
well with isolation 
but...This morning, I got a 
delivery of groceries. The excitement 
had to be seen to be believed. I felt like 

dancing round the 
room and laughing 
hysterically...but I 
didn’t. What am I going 
to be like when i am 
allowed outside the 
door????’

Talking of deliveries - many of you will 
have heard a wonderful good news 
story that Kirsty Thomas has shared. 
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Napkins from 
Sainsbury’s that are 
now displayed in 
every window in the 
Vicarage 😀
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and laughing 
hysterically’
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Kirsty had phoned in to complain about the over 
70’s shopping hour being overrun by younger 
people. When the owner of a restaurant chain 
called ‘Leon’s’ heard about this, they sent her a 
very generous food parcel and flowers 💐  

Over the past three weeks we have been 
incredibly blessed to have Andrew Whiteley from 
Esh church, producing our Team Worship at Ten.
Due to other work commitments this Palm Sunday 
one will be the last one for a while, so this is what 
Team Worship will look like in the coming week.

TEAM WORSHIP IN HOLY WEEK/EASTER

Palm Sunday 
Team Worship at Ten led by Revd Michael Peers

Morning and Evening prayer daily 
9.00am and 5.00pm
Facebook Live (and then posted onto the website)

Maundy Thursday 6.00pm
 Facebook Live Holy Communion from Sacriston 
Vicarage
(Which will then be posted onto the website)
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Good Friday 12.00noon
Facebook Live Act of Worship from Sacriston 
Vicarage
(Which will then be posted onto the website)

Easter Day 10.00am
Facebook Live Holy Communion from Sacriston 
Vicarage
(Which will then be posted onto the website)

I would also encourage you to join in ‘Sing 
Resurrection’ - it doesn’t have to be 10.00am! I’ve 
got my neighbours joining me in singing over the 
garden fence at 11.00am https://ctbi.org.uk/sing-
resurrection/

In addition to this there are Holy Week resources 
produced by our Readers 
That can be viewed on our website.

The BBC have announced their Holy Week/Easter 
programmes, so do make the most of their 
wonderful offering.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/latestnews/
2020/easter
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These challenging times are also times of great 
testing for our faith. I found the following quote 
from our former Bishop of Durham helpful, and I 
hope you do too.

From Bishop Tom Wright

‘ It is no part of the Christian vocation, then, to be 
able to explain what’s happening and why. In fact, 
it is part of the Christian vocation not to be able to 
explain—and to lament instead. As the Spirit 
laments within us, so we become, even in our self-
isolation, small shrines where the presence and 
healing love of God can dwell. And out of that 
there can emerge new possibilities, new acts of 
kindness, new scientific understanding, new hope. 
New wisdom for our leaders? Now there’s a 
thought.’

On Tuesday I took a funeral at which only three 
people were present. It was difficult for everyone.
It happened to be the day in the churches year 
where we remember the priest and poet John 
Donne. His poem is so apt for our times...

‘No man is an island entire of itself; every man
Is a piece of the continent, a part of the main;
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If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is 
the less, as well as if any promontory were, as
well as any manner of thy friends or of thine
own were; any man’s death diminishes me,
because I am involved in mankind.
And therefore never send to know for whom
The bell tolls; it tolls for thee.’

This week will be a Holy Week and Easter like no 
other, and I think the Passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ will speak very powerfully into a context 
where we, like Jesus, are handed over to forces 
beyond our control.

I look forward to worshipping and celebrating with 
you in the week that lies ahead and I’ll leave you 
with my highlight from the week, and that was 
evening prayer on Monday, where we were joined 
on FaceTime live by the students studying at BCU 
university in Burundi! No man is indeed an island!

With love and prayers and blessings,

Caroline 🌈🙏🌈🤗🌈

PS You will notice from the Latin text below that I 
haven’t mastered this newsletter format yet, but I 
hope it helps us all to stay connected!
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